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Ulafunn.

~ ClJmplainant~do not n~¢d tlw i;llccl:mJive ofdamage awards Or atkimeys fe~ ~l:l onkr to me
ccmlplaints ~~mil1g a cnmpbint does not reqaire art attorney. the .atl10111H ofinftlmmt:lol:l
requlwd in a complaint is miahual, the threshold .for t\!>tiblbMng a valld complaint is tow
and the COmlrtlSSltm has ~'Y'¢n provided a sample complaint form in the rules,

.. Th~ possihHity ofdamag~ awards andth~ .lowthmsfK!kl forestabHshing a valid comphdnt
wiH encourage diStfihutorstoabm~ethe n?:@~hnlons for contract ~mgljtiatingpurpose$,

• TheonJyothersitnatit!1t in which dmnagesare <w'<arded, Tide n, is uotan am'JropnMemoclli!
tbr th~ program acce;% :regtllatkms ,':dnce t).onc of the satemte progmmmer,swe '\)OIDlXllJ.n
carrier~.«

.~ Even ifTWe II damagtawar'ds 'yvere approp'1me, the meatuft ofdamage$ in Tide nactions
is "lost prorlts" ~~ nat the differerK:e het<,;<;eert (me rate and another, In the case ofsatdlite, it
would be pure spe(:ubtion to assume that the prke ofprogrm:mning d1ar,ged to the distributor
rc::>uited in a 10st "sahf', partkt~tarly shw¢ then: i.s no lrtdkatkm that redu(:tinns in the price of
programming &~ttil:rutors Mv£ Milmagy r.w~sdverl are being passtld ou to consumers,

* It wOl.t!d ·be uufak f.;o adddamag¢s and attorneys fees to the .otuw rt,>meclios atmadyavaihili.lc
inprugmnracces$ rate cases::>incethere we 110 fortnuJM or hard and fast rules{f§tabHshing
appropdmeprices forpfogr'amrtring. More(rw~r, there is no indication ofany wHlthI or
intenth:mal action bYP1Jl)gramm~ts to violate the :ruks.

" Programmers fOimo in violation oftl:w fCCs program ~mceS$ regu1atl.<>.m cmllw· foroed to
reduce their rates, The FCC can aho orUer forfeitures, The!>e aft ample deterrents to
programmer::> to comply with the regu.l~tkms, fndeed, SuptrSuu has taken a number ofsteps
to come into compliance with the regulatioHs, including redtl<::ing its ratM by 15% to 40%.

* Pfogramm~r~ subj~d to aoomplaintunder the FCC's ptqgrtlmws;;:#ssregulatlonshav~ .the
l::nl:rdenofj:w:.~ifying llieit rates, Thisproc:ess wiH M@;penslvtl and timl;H:~om;ummg.

.Programmers have \}very re&.'wn to avoid. this pnx.:t\!>s hy complying with. the FCC\; program
uc';;:ess regulaHol15>,
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